
 

The Policy Café 
March 12: California’s Budget Reform 

~ Today’s Menu ~ 

~ Platinum Sponsors ~ 

~ Our Host ~ 

Silver Sponsors: Diepenbrock Harrison, MedPoint Management 

Bronze Sponsor: Californians Allied for Patient Protection 

The economic downturn has revealed the volatile nature of the state’s fiscal af-

fairs. Beyond talk of cuts and consequences, today’s conversation will address 

how California can reform its budget, tax, and decision-making structures to 

solve our budget woes.  

Howard Kahn is our moderator, and the CEO of L.A. Care Health 

Plan, the nation’s largest public health plan. Currently, Howard is the 

first public plan CEO to chair the California Association of Health Plans, 

and he also sits on the Prop 63 Mental Health Commission.  

Robert M. Hertzberg is the Co-Chair of California Forward, an organi-

zation dedicated  to improving the quality of life for all Californians by 

creating more responsive, representative and cost-effective govern-

ment. Mr. Hertzberg is a partner at Mayer Brown LLP and was Speaker 

of the California State Assembly from 2000-2002.  

Jean Ross is the executive director of the California Budget Project, a 

Sacramento-based nonprofit, non-partisan policy research group 

dedicated to improving policy outcomes for low- and middle-income 

Californians.  


